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separation of radium and polonium and they studied the
radiation of the products (more and more active) thus obtained.
Before long they considered it more practical to separate their
efforts. Pierre Curie tried to determine the properties of
radium, and to know the new metal better; Marie continued
those chemical treatments which would permit her to obtain
salts of pure radium.
In this division of labour Marie had chosen the "man's job."
She accomplished the toil of a day labourer. Inside the shed her
husband was absorbed by delicate experiments. In the court-
yard, dressed in her old dust-covered and acid-stained smock,
her hair blown by the wind, surrounded by smoke which stung
her eyes and throat, Marie was a sort of factory all by herself.
I came to treat as many as twenty kilogrammes of matter
at a time [she writes], which had the effect of filling the shed
with great jars of precipitates and liquids. It was killing work
to carry the receivers, to pour off the liquids and to stir, for
hours at a stretch, the boiling matter in a smelting basin.
Radium showed no intention of allowing itself to be known by
human creatures. Where were the days when Marie naively
expected the radium content of pitch-blende to be one per cent?
The radiation of the new substance was so powerful that a tiny
quantity of radium, disseminated through the ore, was the
source of striking phenomena which could be easily observed
and measured. The difficult, the impossible thing was to
isolate this minute quantity, to separate it from the gangue in
which it was so intimately mixed.
The days of work became months and years: Pierre and Marie
were not discouraged. This material, which resisted them,
which defended its secrets, fascinated them. United by their
tenderness, united by their intellectual passions, they had, in a
wooden shack, the "anti-natural" existence for which they had
both been made, she as well as he.
At this period we were entirely absorbed by the new realm
that was, thanks to an unhoped-for discovery, opening before us